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On April 26, Pmident Bush told the American Association of Community CoUc,cps Anud Convention ia MinrreapoIk 

cbnrmpnication directly over powor lines. Power Linen w e n  for ebcobity, power @m cm be used for brodbmd 
technology. So the tochuical standards need to bo changed to encowgo that." 

" T h ~ e  we& to bs teobmicel~W& to mrlre p ~ m i l ~  dew brordburd Wbologi~, such w tho y ~ d  of high-*@ 

Mr. Bush is wrong. Using power I d  to &tribute broadband oavIw (called Broadband over Power Lines, or BPL) i8 a 
bod idea thnt should not be cncoumgod. As a fedSreny HMlled Amateur Radio opwtor who has wed a FodmI 
Communicaticmc canrnrission (FCC) aruni~ticm in ndioconmnurication tedmology, I can tvll you why. 

Pows  ba were designed to transmit eCtricd energy. Thoy were not dcrigncd to trrnsmit broadband iignalp, which is k t  
arc radio-fiequmcy (RF) signals. whan a broadband dgnnl is put on a power b, much of tho RF cnotgy b& o f f  the line 
and radiates, cawing lntvrfbncc to n& d o  ~scivaa. I n ~ w  has ban documontcd at t#trite$ thoughout the 
comq md ovcrsw whcre BPL i s  in operation, Recordings of actual interferurcc at several teat ai- arc available at 
arww.d.org/bpL 

Ihe Mtk's  680,000 radio alnatews M e p p c c ~  concerned about ?hi htufcmrm b w e  it a f k t s  &t short wavm -I 
unique portion of the radio spectrum that supports long-dhtame, intercontinmtal radio commnnicatim. L i c d  d o  
amateurs use there hquencies foi hUnicanc npostkrg. dinasrer md omugeny die and many other puposes in 
acootdonce with FCC rCglllBtiOM. The hmpreur Rndio S a v i e t .  i s  tha only 100% failsafe omqcncy CommUnitption~ 
capability in the world No matter what brppens, ndio rmatsurt Will be able to mnnnUnhte rvirh one anorbar without 
having to mly on the expc~ive and vulnar\rk infaslmcturo - but we cannot mrinkin our emergency wtwolla if BPL Is 
deployed and interfaes with the weak radio signal8 we w wing to hcsr. 

h addition to axnutar opention, the Lort waves are used for international broadcnsting, r e r o ~ W k 4  mUitime, and otbsr 
services including the military. Depending on the fnquencies in use, BPL interference rlsa d d  wipe. out radio 
communication for many of our nation's Fmt Rssponasn - police, An, and omagcncy medical p e n o ~ e l - -  wbo we low- 
band VHF radios operating in the 30-50 m e g n h a  (MI&) range. 

Radio amateurs support expanded broodband &cos to ~mrumcrs  at lower cat .  Indeed, &cy tand to bo tsrly adopren of 
new technology. However, them UT way6 to deliver broa&ind k t  do nat pollute the mdfo spechum as BF'L doe. 'zhese 
include fiber-to-the-home, cable, DSL, and Broadband Wirelear Access. None of thcse tccknologks caws interference to 
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short wave radio. 

8 

BPL in Bometimes touted p8 n solution for nual areas. h i a  not. A BPL signal only 
line and &en mt be npsahd. This r q u h s  a lot of hardware and will not be ecanomic in mas with low population 
dsnsitres. 

a k w  thousand feet down a pdwer 

The PCC rccognws the lnterferarn potential of BPL and is m the mi& of a ~lermking proceeding, ET Docket No. 04-37, 
h t  propores ILCW rcqu&cmcnts and meaeumnmt guidelina for BPI. syatoqs, However, the PCC p m p d  do not go 
mufy fpr enought0 protect ova-he-ur ndiocommunicatim soniccs. 

I 
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In short, BPL has a major disadvmtagc that is not shued by othcp brosdbsnd technologies and that mtwcigbs w l ~ ~ e r  
benefit it may offer. National broadband t e l ~ n u l c a t i o n ~  policy rhould not k M a  support for BPL, but should foars 
on othar, more qpropriatc tcohnologics. 

By mco\naping broadband ova power lines, the amniairtntion is hading in tho wrong dimtion. PIcpre do whnt you CID to 
charye ita course. Thank you. 
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Steven A. Robexi# 
(32s) 668-5864 kgsqfI@coXnst 

Rep. Chulic Stenhoh 
2409 I(lbpm HOB 
Wasbhgton, DC 205 15 

Denr Mr. Stahoh: 
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